
F ather Order of sharps starts here
C harles
G oes
D own
A nd
E nds

Order of flats starts here B attle

Contains 4 sharps: (F#,C#,G#,D#)

Ab Major

Contains 4 flats: (Bb,Eb,Ab,Db,)

A Major

Contains 3 sharps: (F#,C#,G#)

Circle of Fifths for 
Major Keys

E Major

Contains 3 flats: (Bb,Eb,Ab,)

Eb Major

Bb Major

Contains 2 flats: (Bb,Eb,)

Starting at the top (C Major), count 5 letters away (forward), to reach the next Key, (eg. G Major). 
Carrying on in the same way will take you round the Circle of 5ths on the Sharps (#) side. To go round 

the Flats (b) side, count 5 letters away (backward), again taking C Major as your starting point.

A good way to remember the order of sharps and flats is to remember the following acronym:

F Major

Contains 1 flat: (Bb)

Contains 7 sharps: 
(F#,C#,G#,D#A#,E#,B#)

Contains 7 flats: 
(Bb,Eb,Ab,Db,Gb,Cb,Fb)

Db Major
Contains 5 flats: 

(Bb,Eb,Ab,Db,Gb,)

G Major

Contains 1 sharp: (F#)

D Major

Contains 2 sharps: (F#,C#)

The flat side The sharp side

Has no sharps or Flats

C Major

Cb Major

Contains 6 flats: 
(Bb,Eb,Ab,Db,Gb,Cb,)

C# Major

Contains 6 sharps: 
(F#,C#,G#,D#A#,E#)

Contains 5 sharps: 
(F#,C#,G#,D#,A#)

F# Major

B Major

Gb Major 


